
Getting Started with  
Digital Library of Illinois 

 

Access a world of free reading materials with your Glencoe Library card. Glencoe Public Library is part of 
the Digital Library of Illinois (DLIL), a consortium that purchases e-books, e-audiobooks, and digital 
magazines for residents of Illinois. To begin reading a book, listen to an audiobook, or view a magazine, 
visit the DLIL website at https://dlil.overdrive.com/ in your browser. Follow the instructions below to sign 
in to DLIL. Please note, DLIL titles are not “on demand” – DLIL libraries purchase each digital book or 
audiobook individually. This means you may need to place a hold on high-demand titles. To begin, visit 
https://dlil.overdrive.com/ in any Internet browser. 

 
1) On the DLIL website, click the “Sign In” button in the upper right corner of the screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) On the next screen, select “Glencoe Public Library” 
from the drop-down menu, then enter your library 
card number in the field provided and click “Sign 
In.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://dlil.overdrive.com/
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3) Welcome to the DLIL home page! Search for books, audiobooks, and magazines by clicking the 
magnifying glass, or scroll down the page to browse popular titles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4) Access your account information and bookshelf (items you have checked out) at the top right 
side of the screen. To open an item from your Bookshelf, click the bookshelf icon and then click 
“Read Now In Browser” next to the title. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Search by subject or collection   View bookshelf or account information 



 

5) Below the author’s name in each item listing, books will say “Ebook” and audiobooks will say 
“Audiobook.”  Checked out items will say “Place A Hold” in the item listing; if the item is 
available, it will say “Borrow.” Click “Place A Hold” to hold an item, and to borrow an item, click 
“Borrow.” Clicking the cover art of the item will open the full item record with a summary and 
sample page. Hold or borrow items from this screen, as well.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

6) Click “Place A Hold” and enter your email address (twice) in the pop-up window. When the item 
becomes available, it will check out to you automatically and you will receive an email 
notification. Go to DLIL and check your Bookshelf to view the item (remember, your Bookshelf is 
at the top right side of the screen and looks like a stack of books).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item Format  Place A Hold or Borrow      View Sample Page 



 

7) To borrow an item, click “Borrow.” 

 
 

8) A pop-up window will appear, with a drop-down arrow next to “Borrow for” – select your loan 
period, then click “Borrow.” Avid readers often prefer a shorter check-out time, but items are 
available for up to 21 days. Renew any item with no holds. Glencoe patrons can borrow up to ten 
items at one time and return borrowed items at any time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9) After selecting a checkout period and clicking “Borrow,” a new pop-up window will appear. 
Select how you would like to read or listen to your item – read it in the browser or download the   
book to your computer as an EPub or Open EPub book. Either format opens easily on most 
computers. User cannot download e-audiobooks from the DLIL website but can listen to them in 
the browser (download these titles in the Libby app, instead – see our Libby instructions). 
 

 
 

10) To access your borrowed items, always go to https://dlil.overdrive.com/ and open your items 
from your Bookshelf. Remember, your Bookshelf is the book stack icon at the top right side of the 
DLIL page.  

 

Please note, Digital Library of Illinois titles are not “on demand” – DLIL libraries purchase each 
digital book or audiobook individually. This means you may need to place a hold on high-demand titles. 
If you have additional questions about using Libby or any other library resource, please stop by the 
Reference Desk or call the library at 847-835-5056. We are always happy to assist you.  
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